
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 




THE SECOND SEMI-ANNUAL 
EXHIBIT OF THE FUR- 
NITURE MANUFAC- 
TURERS. 

THE Second Seuii-Annual Exhibit of 
the American Furniture Manufac- 
turers was opened on Monday morn- 
ing, January 11th, according to program. 
The agents of the manufacturers had taken 
possession of the large Industrial Build- 
ing at Forty third and Forty- fourth streets, 
on Lexington avenue, New York, early in 
January, and with unusual exertions had 
the exhibits in position for the opening 
day. The building, which occupies an 
entire block, is six floors in height, the 
exhibition being held on the third, fourth, 
fifth and sixth floors. The full list of ex- 
hibitors has already been published in the 
trade journals, the number of firms ex- 
hibiting being 172, as compared with 87 
at the first exhibition. The entire exhibit 
occupies 106,< 00 square feet of space. Each 
exhibit is enclosed by itself, and the sales- 
men wear distinctive badges. The dis- 
play of new goods is remarkably large 
and includes almost everything in the 
line of furniture that will be produced 
this season by the most important 
manufacturers of the country. 

The exhibition as a whole is a grand 
illustration of the skill of American ^% 
furniture manufacturers. All tastes are £ f3 
catered for, and the variety is as ex- 
tensive as it is excellent. In general, 
however, the exhibition is a proof of 
the position of the manufacturers to 
supply a middle class trade with furni- 
ture at prices thoroughly in keeping 
with competitive commercial demands. 

The exhibition is replete, not only 
with the more conventional house The 
furnishing suites, but also with what 
may be termed specialties, and those who 
wish to consider the pocket, as well as the 
taste, will not be at a loss for a choice. The 
exhibit of parlor and dining-room furniture 
is a rendering of the best lines of the later 
XVIII century French styles, as well as a 
rendering of Chippendale, Sheraton and 
Hippelwhite productions, there being 
quite a demand at present for the modern 
offsprings of such styles. Chairs and set- j 
tees of the less expensive class are all in ! 
evidence, and though sold for lower fig- 
ures than the above mentioned, are equally 
artistic and reliable. 

The class of goods known as fancy 
cabinet work covers a large field and em- 
braces a large variety of articles, from 
decorated, onyx topped tables, to unique 
shaving stands. The variety of hardwood 
suites is unexceptional, and mahogany, 
oak, cherry, rosewood, and other hard- 
woods are handled with equal skill. If 
there is an absence of cabinet work among 
the Sheraton and Chippendale styles, it is. j 
because the American trade does not at I 



present demand such large pieces in the 
antique forms. Much of the success of the 
exhibition is due to the untiring energy of 
the manager, Mr. Charles E. Spratt. 

We begin our survey of the exhibition 
with the sixth floor at the top of the 
building, and descend to the third floor. 

SIXTH FLOOR. 

C. H. Medicus. 

This exhibit is one of the most interest- 
ing in the exhibition. Their goods con- 
sist of parlor furniture, cabinets, gilt stand- 
ing cabinets, divans, couches, odd chairs 
and gilt and marquetry tables. They ex- 
hibit samples of a, line of combination 
chairs, couches and beds, and the firm has 
a high reputation for producing genuine 
novelties at selling prices. There is a fine 
line of folding beds in polished oak, some 
of which have desk flaps enclosing station- 
ary boxes that add much to the utility of 
the bed when closed. In parlor suites 
plush is going out of style, and the pre- 
vailing fashion is to upholster the furniture 
entirely in silk broeatelle, or tapestry. 




w York Industrial Building where .the Furniture Exhibi 
is being held. 

They exhibit quite a number of choice 
productions in the form of three piece 
suites, consisting of a divan and two chairs. 
These are produced in polished mahogany, 
plain and inlaid with marquetry. There 
are Colonial bureaus and old suites de- 
signed on original lines. There are Shera- 
ton suites of great beauty, finely finished 
and upholstered. This firm is noted for 
high class work, their goods invariably 
being leaders in the market. 

The Brooklyn Chair Co. 

This enterprising firm are showing fifty 
new patterns in chairs, the exhibit em- 
bracing over 130 different patterns. They 
make a specialty of high class fine dining 
and office chairs, both in oak and mahog- 
any. Every possible design in chairs, from 
the most simple to the most artistic and 
luxurious, are shown. They are leaders in 
various styles of office chairs which are 
made to swing and revolve, the arms be- 
ing low and the seat broad, and the back 



either a railing of splints, or are of the 
shell back variety sawn out of a piece of 
solid wood and highly polished. All of 
these chairs are models of art and com- 
fort. There is also exhibited a fine line 
of fancy rockers in both plush and wood, 
and dealers are loud in their praises of 
the fine display of new and unique ideas 
specially got up for this exhibition. 

Formica & Winner. 

This firm, who are located at 37 S. 
Fifth avenue, New York City, have an ex- 
hibit of furniture in the bamboo style, 
consisting of bedroom suites, fancy chairs 
and tables. Furniture of this style is an 
original American idea, and has become 
very popular. It seems to be particularly 
well suited for bedroom furnishings on ac- 
count of its pleasing lightness, and the 
wonderful variety of form that can be ob- 
tained by its ingenious production. 

M. F. & F. E. SCHRKNKIESKN. 

If a dealer has an inquiry for three piece 
reception room suites in the Chippendale, 
Hippelwhite, or Sheraton furniture, he is 
certain to find the very thing ready to 
his hand in the M. F. & F. E. Schren- 
kiesen exhibit. This firm, as is well 
known, have their stores at 49 to 51 
Elizabeth street, New York City, 
jy their extensive factories being in Brook- 
W lyn. We have examined their exten- 
sive array of designs, which include 
Rococo gilt, and handsomely polished 
effects in white and red mahogany and 
have seldom seen a more choice collec- 
B tion, embracing as it does all the mod- 
ern styles, and reproductions from the 
antique. They show a suite in tulip 
__2r wood exhibiting blood red veins, which 
give it an appearance not unlike red 
tion onyx. 

Our anticipations of finding a goodly 
array of first class specimens was by no 
means disappointed, and it is evident that 
the firm whose goods we are considering 
are determined to keep pace with the 
artistic tendencies of the age. 

Palmer & Embury. 

We have seen a great many reproduc- 
tions of furniture intended to stimulate 
and satisfy the prevailing taste of the 
public for French forms and fancies, but 
we must admit that we have seen few 
specimens which has given us such great 
satisfaction as the Louis XIV and Louis 
XV furniture manufactured by the above 
firm. They are exhibiting suites in three 
pieces that are exact reproductions of the 
furniture belonging to Voltaire, the origi- 
nals of which are in possession of the above 
firm. There is a delicious Louis Quinze 
divan, the beautiful carving of whose gilt 
frame possesses none of that eccentric 
prodigality of shape we see in other so- 
called Louis Quinze pieces. There is a 
charming simplicity of flowing line that 
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seem more like a stream of molten gold 
than the mere frame of a chair. The up- 
holstery is a gray-blue damask, powdered 
with floral trophies, which forms a beauti- 
ful contrast to the gold of the furniture. 
Another charming Louis XVI suite has all 
the refinement of line and the striped up- 
Lolstery characteristic of the Louis, Seize 
style. There is also a three piece suite of 
Louis Treize style in oak, upholstered in 
old tapestry stuffs, with medallion designs. 
A gilt table, with leaf of Mexican onyx, 
recalls the memories of poor Marie Anto- 
inette. 

The firm have had fifty years' experience 
in the production of furniture, and their 
present series of productions of late XVIII 
century furniture, for correctness of style, 
beauty of inlay and carving and perfect 
workmanship, are not at all behind the 
productions of Chippendale, Hippel white 
and Sheraton, which they for the most 
part emulate. 

We may say here, while passing, that, 
while many manufacturers are producing 
three piece suites in these mentioned 
styles, there seems to be a want of other 
pieces of furniture in the same styles. 
For example, we would like to see Chip- 
pendale bookcases, sideboards and tables 
produced in the same pleasing variety as 
are the divans and chairs. 

A. Cutler & Son. 

This well known firm manufacture the 
famous Cutler Desk, on which they hold 
fourteen patents. Their experience in 
making desks for twenty-four years has 
resulted in a display that is not duplicated 
by any other similar exhibit in the exhi- 
bition. The improvements in their desks 
include sliding pigeon-hole fronts, revolving 
ink-stands, removable rack for stationery, 
book rack, letter file, hanging waste- 
paper receptacle, and automatic blotting 
pad. These improvements are distinctively 
and exclusively the Cutler patents, and 
are important fi atures of a useful desk, 
and when once used are indispensable. 
The steady growth of their foreign, as 
well as home trade is due to the fact that 
these desks are honestly made, and keep 
their form in all climates, hot or cold, 
damp or dry. Once introduced into a 
country they make their own way to 
popularity. Their No. 322 is a finely 
carved desk made in white quartered oak, 
walnut or cherry, of which woods all of 
their desks are constructed. Their lawyer's 
roll top, six foot desk, with a bed forty- 
five inches wide, is one of the most com- 
plete desks ever manufactured. 

In conjunction with their desks they 
manufacture a new copying press, the 
working of which is adjusted by a wheel 
screw to any thickness of letter book. 
After the adjustment is made, by means 
of which any degree of pressure can be se- 
cured, the application of the pressure is 
made by a foot lever, which locks the 
board which gives the pressure upon the 
book for any length of time required. It 
is an admirable idea, and has been adopted 
by the United States Government in its 
offices. Another important adjunct to their 
desks is their adj ustable office chair. They 
are in wood, or upholstered in leather, the 



merits of which can only be discovered by 
actual use. 

Messrs. A. Cutler & Son also manufac- 
ture a very fine line of bedroom furniture 
in red and white mahogany and maple. 
There is nothing in the exhibition of a 
similar nature to rival these products. 
One of their finest bedroom suites, con- 
sisting of double or single bed, dressing 
table, chiffoniere with cheval glass at side, 
shaving stand, etc., sells for one thousand 
dollars. 

Sticks et & Simon ns Co. 

This well known firm of chair manu- 
facturers is located in Auburn, New York, 
and they have also a factory in Manches- 
ter, Ind. In dining chairs they exhibit a 
perfect specimen of a low priced oak chair 
as a leader. There is also a large line of 
| designs all produced in quartered oak, 
I deeorated with hand carving, that are 
j very popular with the trade. They ex- 
! hibit a sumptuous rocker in quartered 
j oak, decorated with hand carving. Many 
! of their rockers are upholstered in silk 
! French tapestry, with upholstered backs. 
j There is also a fine line of bedroom chairs, 
| also in polished oak, with cane seats, the 
| corner of the seat being carved. There 
I are sumptuous dining chairs upholstered 
| in leather, and parlor rockers in oak and 
i solid mahogany. Too much praise can- 
! not be given to the extreme beauty of 
| many of the designs exhibited. 

| C. A. Amoine & Bro. 

The idea of producing a line of fanciful 
furniture in ordinary woods imitating 
bamboo effects was a happy one for this 
well known firm, whose goods are known 
to every dealer in the country, and the 
examples of full suites of furniture* par- 
ticularly for bedrooms, in the bamboo 
style must be seen to be appreciated. 
Simulated joints in the wood are made at 
arbitrary intervals and the ring of the 
wood is colored with the application of 
hot iron. The wood, otherwise beautifully 
polished, is thus marked with dark rings 
at regular intervals, which produces a 
happy effect. This kind of work is, of 
course, their specialty; but realizing that 
the demands of an extensive trade require 
a greater variety of manufactured goods, 
they have within the last two or three 
years, added to their bamboo effects a 
line of richly inlaid bedroom suites, and 
inlaid chairs and tables in the XVIII cen- 
tury French styles. The character of the 
work produced by the firm in these latter, 
goods is surprisingly original and orna- 
mental. Inlaid brass marquetry is one of 
their latest productions, and there is quite 
a run upon goods of this description. 
Many of their tables are hinged in three 
pieces with folding leaves, and would make 
admirable afternoon tea tables ; the pro- 
duction of such pieces of furniture being 
made in obedience to the unsatiable de- 
sire for novelty which has arisen in every- 
thing pertaining to house furnishing. 

The New York Cabinet Co. 

The New York Cabinet Co., whose ad- 
dress is 116 Monroe street, occupy section 
No. 28. They are manufacturers of fine 



French furniture, which is composed of 
correct reproductions of the late eighteenth 
century styles. The latest Parisian novel- 
ties in ladies' dressing tables, jewelry, 
glove and jardiniere stands, curio tables, 
cheval glasses, cabinets, screens, pedestals, 
reception chairs, ottomans, odd chairs and 
so on, are produced, either gilt, or in Ver- 
nis Martin, green, tuscan and cream and 
sprinkled gold, finish. Nearly every piece 
contains art decorations of flat illuminations 
in colors, accompanied with silver and 
brass, decorating the natural woods. The 
attention of the trade is directed to this 
magnificent line of samples, which forms 
one of the most brilliant sights in the ex- 
hibition. 

M. & H. SCHRENKIHSEN. 

The exhibit of this well-known firm ad- 
joins that of C. H. Medicus & Co., and is 
No. 29 on the plan of the sixth floor. The 
firm is located at the corner of Canal and 
Elizabeth streets in this city, and the firm 
have made extraordinary exertions to ex- 
hibit the latest and finest specimens of 
goods made for the coming season to 
adorn their exhibit. There are three piece 
suites in Sheraton, Chippendale and Marie 
Antoinette styles, and in overstuffed 
Turkish suites. Some fine upholstery is 
exhibited. 

The reproductions of antique furniture 
are either manufactured direct from the 
ancient, models, or are modern editions of 
same, the taste varying from the purest 
antique form to a mere suggestion of same ' 
based on ideas of modern comfort and 
elegance. There is a three piece suite that 
is a perfect reproduction of an old Shera- 
ton sofa and chairs. . There are Louis XV 
divans, the wood work of which is entirely 
gilt, accompanied by gold chairs to match. 
A square divan upholstered in silk damask 
has a Spanish curved arm on one angle 
of same, and is accompanied by a Spanish 
arm-chair with low horseshoe back. A 
harp-backed piano chair is entirely gilt, 
and beautifully upholstered in rose colored 
damask. Their Louis Quinze productions, 
while possessing great freedom of outline, 
are free from the extremely florid prodi- 
gality of detail which distinguishes furni- 
ture of this period. 

The varied play of line produced by the 
studiously plain Sheraton and Chippen- 
dale styles are a refreshing variation from 
the more florid characteristics of the French 
styles. 

From a survey of the exhibition we come 
to the conclusion that such styles as the 
Queen Anne and Italian Renaissance are 
not at present in demand. This firm 
manufacture divans, reception chairs, cabi- 
nets, pedestals, stands, easels, screens, 
piano stools, easy chairs and rockers. In 
hall chairs and coat and hat stands there 
are some odd, original, and yet simple de- 
signs exhibited that are very attractive. 

FIFTH FLOOR, 

E. C. CUMMINGS & CO. 

This enterprising Boston firm, as is well 
known, are manufacturers of hall stands, 
ladies' writing desks, card, library and 
work tables, shaving stands, bookcases, 
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music cabinets, etc. Their trade embraces 
that class of work known as fancy cabinet 
work, which covers a large field, and em- 
braces a great variety of articles, in which 
developments and improvements are con- 
stantly being made. Some very fresh 
lines are displayed in ladies' writing desks, 
French work tables, Colonial and Dutch 
sideboards, folding and revolving card 
tables and music racks. There are hall 
and library tables, and hall stands and 
cheval glasses in modern lines, the manu- 
facturers evidently not allowing conven- 
tional ideas to stand in the way of desir- 
able common sense improvements. Their 
chiffonieres and shaving stands have secret 
drawers. The firm have met with great 
success in providing the trade with a valu- 
able line of accessories to the more 
formal departments of house furnishing. 

Putnam & Company. 

If there be one place more than another 
in which luxury is required, it is in the 
bedroom, and Messrs. Putnam & Co. 
make a specialty of imported brass and 
iron beds, as well as mattresses and bed- 
ding of all kinds. Their motto is evidently 
"Durability and Simplicity," and the 
healthfulness of the brass bed is becoming 
every day more and more recognized by 
the people at large. Added to this the 
comfort and superiority of the wire mat- 
tress are incontestable, aud the remark- 
able growth of the industry devoted to 
this article alone is the strongest evidence 
of its great popularity. Few inventions 
have developed with such rapidity and 
become so generally adopted in so short a 
time as the wire mattress, every possible 
variety of which is placed on exhibition 
by the above firm. Their curled horsehair 
and Saxony wool mattresses are luxury 
itself. Their "Defiance " mantel bed is 
the ne plus ultra of simplicity and con- 
venience. A single movement suffices to 
close up the bed, with its spiral springs 
and mattress, underneath the mantel 
frame, which is decorated with a drapery 
which completely hides the bed from 
view. In brass and mixed brass and white 
beds, the "Pavonia" and "Ivanhoe" are 
favorite patterns, and in hospital iron 
cots, which are characterized by complete 
rigidity of frame, the "West vale" and 
" Springvale" are leading makes, the former 
having brass posts. Such beds as the 
foregoing, completed with their "Eureka" 
and "Eclipse" pillows, furnish every re- 
quirement for the most luxurious sleeper, 
and the workmanship throughout speaks 
for itself, the designs being as attractive 
as can be desired by the most fastiduously 
inclined. All the requirements of wear, 
tear and climate are taken into considera- 
tion in the manufacture of these goods. 

The "Watson & Karsch Mfgk Co. 

This enterprising firm, located at 71 
Bowery, have arranged a most notable ex- 
hibit of chairs of every grade and quality, 
in which every variety of decorative 
effects are observable. These manufactur- 
ers study the trade horizon, and watch 
the direction in which the winds of fash- 
ion are likely to come, and trim their 
sails accordingly, with the result that the 



buyer, whatever may be his requirements, 
generally finds just what he wants in this 
extensive and varied exhibit. Here are 
chairs, some being formed after the Dutch 
pattern, and others in which the Empire 
feeling is evident, and others that remind 
us of the Colonial age. There are gilt 
chairs, and reproductions of every variety 
of the antique, and a large line of rustic 
chairs with rush seats. Many of the chairs 
are decorated with hand-painted tortoise 
shell effects, and bedroom chairs consti- 
tute a large selection, showing how this 
class of trade has developed. Perhaps the 
most effective patterns in the entire col- 
lection is a line of old Colonial spindle- 
backed rockers in dark mahogany. Such 
inexpensive and artistic designs will do 
more to improve public taste in the line 
of show-wood furniture than any argu- 
ment we can advance on the subject. 

B. Fitch & Co. 

The above firm occupy section 50* with 
a large line of brass and iron bedsteads 
and cribs, of their own importation, to 
gether with a fine display of their own 
novelties in the line of parlor and library 
divans or couches, for the manufacture of 
which this firm is famous. The "Plaza" 
library couch consists of a square box 
with an upholstered lid, which is a mat- 
tress couch upholstered in pure hair, with 
tempered springs, covered with strong 
ticking. This couch, when covered with a 
rug, makes a very artistic piece of furni- 
ture. It is a very luxurious addition to 
the appointments of a room, and can be 
made to fit any nook or corner, according 
to measurement. Their "Brunswick" 
couch is not made to open, as the "Plaza " 
and has less work on it, which reduces 
the price, but is otherwise made in the 
same first class manner as the "Plaza," 
and is upholstered in pure hair. They 
also make a specialty of woven wire mat- 
tresses. To overcome the effect of sagging 
in these mattresses, all kinds of devices 
have been invented in the way of hoop 
iron straps, springs stretched crosswise, 
and diagonally, or with iron plates in the 
center, at the sides, and all over, so that 
the woven wire springs on the market to- 
day more resemble a railroad map than 
anything else under the sun. All these 
devices, while adding just so much to the 
cost of the springs, do not materially in- 
crease its value. The principle upon which 
Messrs. B. Fitch & Co. make their mat- 
tresses is to select a strong, well seasoned 
frame of good clear lumber, upon which 
a closely woven fabric of wire, composed 
of a wire that will not guage less than 
No. 20, is stretched. A woven wire spring 
is produced that will not only be easily 
kept clean, but will be more elastic than 
the supporting spring, and many times 
more durable. The cost of the spring is 
governed by the amount of wire used in 
its construction— the heavier the wire, the 
closer the weave, and the smaller the coil, 
the more the cost, and vice versa. They 
also make mattresses of steel wire springs, 
braided wire, and grasshopper springs. 
Increased facilities, a perfect system of 
manufacture and continual experimenting, 
that brings with time the cheapening of 



all processes, are the principles upon 
which B. Fitch & Co. conduct their busi- 
ness, and their motto is "Small Margins 
—Big Production." 

The Andrew Homan Co. 

Hall stands, pedestals, occasional 
tables, parlor cabinets, ladies' writing 
desks, easels, and bookcases are the prin- 
ciple specialties manufactured by the 
Andrew Homan Co. Perhaps their parlor 
cabinets in rosewood and cocobola finish 
are the most unique of their productions, 
and from the line the buyer may make a 
good selection according to his taste. The 
cabinets are decorated with stained glass 
doors, lattice filled scrolls, plate glass 
panels, and present all the ornate irregu- 
larity that characterizes Japanese or 
Chinese cabinets, the designs, however, 
being strictly modern and American. The 
motto of the manufacturers seems to be to 
produce an effect for the eye that is readi- 
ly discernible, and that does not require 
a large amount of scrutiny to discover 
where the artistic merit lies. All the pro- 
ducts manufactured by the firm are care-, 
fully designed, graceful and inexpensive, 
and are at once articles of ornament and 
use. They use many new and special pro- 
cesses of finish, and buyers should make a 
note of the fact that their display is 
located in section 51. The manufactures 
of the firm are of the kind that must be 
seen to be appreciated, and the merits of 
which description is unable to convey. 
The firm have made a reputation for pat- 
tern, workmanship and price, which needs 
no mention here. 

The New Haven Chair Co. 

If a perfect knowledge of the material 
employed, and the best methods of treat- 
ment, together with an intuitive concep- 
tion of what the public really wants in 
fancy rockers, as well as other forms of 
chairs, can produce success, then we must 
conclude that the New Haven Chair Co. 
is one of the most successful firms in the 
entire furnishing trade. They brought 
out this season several new patents in 
fancy rockers, the prominent features of 
which are the interchangeable seats, and 
belt seat frames, fastened by bolts, which 
render the chair easy of shipment. Tbey 
are exhibiting some luxurious arm rock- 
ers, with outward sloping seats, having 
backs curved to fit the back. There are 
specially made tufted cushions shaped to 
the seat of the chair, and held in that 
shape by an inferior wire frame. There 
are also shoulder cushions, with feather- 
stuffed roll head rests. Such chairs, made 
in polished oak, with cushions in blue or 
maroon silk plush, are ideal resting places. 
Dealers who visit every other part of the 
exhibition come back to the exhibit of the 
New Haven Chair Co. to say that they 
had found nothing so comfortable as their 
easy chairs. 

Notwithstanding the immense variety 
of ideas perfected by the American manu- 
facturers of chairs, the continuous pro- 
duction of new forms by The New Haven 
Chair Co. is one of the surprises of the 
trade, the firm keenly appreciating the 
practical value of not only keeping abreast 
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but ahead of the times. There is about 
their chairs an inviting atmosphere of 
cleanliness and rest, joined to a high 
pitch of decorative excellence that easily 
accounts for the great popular esteem in 
which their productions are held. 

A. B. & E. I. Shaw. 

This well known Boston firm are 
makers of fine parlor furniture, Louis XV 
and Louis XVI suites, gilt, fancy 
chairs, Empire and fine overstuffed suites, 
Morris chairs, leather suites in oak and 
mahogany, lodge furniture, and odd chairs. 
Their work is of exquisite finish, well de- 
signed and well suited to the modern 
taste for furniture of the better class. 
There is a fine line of reception chairs 
with mahogany carved backs, upholstered 
in silk damask in various soft- toned colors. 
Many of the three piece suites are in 
carved white mahogany, known as prima 
vera. This exquisite wood has the ap- 
pearance of polished ivory, and is richly 
carved in Rococo and Louis XVI lines. 
There are settees made in the Chippen- 
dale style, with backs partly upholstered 
and partly composed of spindles in white 
and red mahogany. There is also quite a 
wealth of three-piece suites on exhibition 
in overstuffed chairs and divans, the up- 
holstery being a combination of fine silk 
tapestry and silk plush in exquisite colors. 
We were particularly struck with an ex- 
quisite French settee, the back of which 
is a return to the purity of the ancient 
Greek lines, the wood b.ing beautifully 
carved with a honeysuckle pattern. 

In library three-piece suites there are 
several beautiful designs which are in 
themselves perfect models of what library 
furniture ought to be. A design in pol- 
ished oak possesses richly carved scroll 
arms, and is upholstered in tan leather. 
Other suites follow the Empire and Colon- 
ial lin^s in their construction, and are 
equally beautiful. There is observable 
throughout the exhibition a continual 
movement of lines, carvings and forms, all 
more or less based on the Sheraton, Hep- 
plewhite, Chippendale, and French XVIII 
century furniture, all of which has been 
modernized by the skill of the designer to 
suit the requirements of the American 
taste. 

The custom nowadays in furnishing a 
parlor is to choose a three-piece over- 
stuffed suit, which is balanced by a suit 
in the French style, thus giving the apart- 
ment, an air of great comfort combined 
with great elegance of line. The most re- 
fined taste in pursuit of this method of 
furnishing can be amply gratified by the 
products of the above firm. All their fur- 
niture is of elegant construction, and is 
calculated to please the most fastidious 
customer. A novelty in the form of a 
mahogany tea table with dish top is 
shown, and there are some fine designs in 
odd chairs. 

FOURTH FLOOR. 

Frank Rhoner & Co. 

The fine display of this well known 
firm occupies section 59, which is one of 
the largest in the exhibition. There are 
shown parlor suites upholstered in brocaded 



silk, and finished off with a roll of plush 
and trimmed with a deep fringe, all har- 
monious in tint with the brocade.* Many 
of the overstuffed suites exhibit a com- 
bination of gilt wood with the upholstery, 
which affords one of the most artistic 
methods of treating modern furniture. In 
conversation divans there are many beau- 
tiful examples. There is a large line of 
occasional chairs, all entirely gilt, and made 
doubly attractive by fine carved work. 
There is also a line of cabinet tables in 
mahogany and oak in the same style as 
the gilt tables. These are heart-shaped, 
kidney-shaped, and some having a multi- 
plicity of shelves. There are ornamental 
chairs, corner chairs in gilt or polished 
wood, all upholstered with fabrics in soft 
and pleasing colors. They make a spe- 
cialty of three-piece suites in gilt and 
mahogany beautifully upholstered, and 
there is a line of wall cabinets also in gilt 
and mahogany. 

In • library furniture some elegant 
suites are shown upholstered in leather of 
various colors. Each suite consists of a 
sofa, two arm-chairs, and two side chairs 
overstuffed with leather of a deep tan, 
maroon or olive color. For style and fin- 
ish these library suites are well calculated 
to meet the demands of the trade. There 
is also a line of easy, comfortable, roomy, 
well made floor rockers that are generous 
in their dimensions and solid in construc- 
tion, the material being quartered oak. 
One of the greatest novelties manufactured 
by the firm is a very attractive parlor 
table, which by a slight revolution of the 
top is converted into a card table, with 
receptacles for counters, ash receivers, etc. 
It is a most unique article, and the price 
is moderate, and its combined service it is 
the best article yet placed on the market. 
It is opened by simply revolving the top 
until the leaf drops into place between the 
boxes. 

In hall stands unique effects are ob- 
servable. These are of oak, the top por- 
tion being covered with elaborately carved 
scrolls, while at either side on the floor, 
the stand has original developments, tak- 
ing the form of Roman chairs, jardinieres 
for umbrellas, and chairs in the Chippen- 
dale style. 

The specialties of the firm are parlor, 
library and hall furniture, and their office 
and factory is located at 437 East 23rd 
street, New York City. 

S. P. Porter. 

The S. P. Porter exhibit comprises the 
exhibit of the Lewis Porter Cabinet Co., 
and the productions of five other firms, 
and consists of French, Colonial, Chippen- 
dale, Hippel white, English and American 
Colonial sideboards, buffets, ladies' toilet 
tables, parlor and ladies' desks, chiffonieres, 
bookcases and so on, all perfect reproduc- 
tions of the above styles at modern prices. 
. The finish is in the polished natural wood, 
XVI century, antique and wax finishes, 
and certainly the fine range of goods ex- 
hibited by the firm is a most appetizing 
display for a dealer in search of such 
articles. 

The firm of ,S. P. Porter & Co. will, on 
the first of February, open a new store at 



187 Canal street, New York, in the Peter 
Schnieder & Sons' building. The firm will 
consist of Mr. S. P. Porter and Mr. Uriah 
McClinchie. Mr. McClinchie is the patentee 
and manufacturer of the woven wire baby 
carriage, which is known as the "Only 
Sanitary Carriage on Earth," and that 
branch of the business that handles the 
new baby carriage will be known as Mc- 
Clinchie & Co. The idea of this woven 
wire carriage is that reed and rattan car- 
riages have been condemned by the medical 
profession as being mere nesting places for 
the germs of disease, and, of course, the 
only way to destroy the deadly microbes 
is thoroughly disinfecting the carriage. 
If we try to wash or disinfect the ordinary 
rattan carriage, its very existence will be 
menaced, because the only safe way to de- 
stroy disease germs is to destroy their 
lodging place. The McClinchie patent 
woven wire carriage can be put into a tub 
of scalding water without injury. The 
linings are removable, and can at the same 
time be aired at the fire. The gear is made 
of tempered wire. The wheels are of iron, 
and rubber tired. The body of the car- 
riage is of woven wire, suspended, with 
spiral springs, and, being tinned and painted, 
cannot rust. 

Phcbctix Furniture Co. 

This firm, is located at 177 Cana 
Street, New York. Their factory, which 
is located in Grand Rapids, Mich., ranks 
with the largest furniture concerns in that 
city. They make a specialty of sideboards, 
folding beds with mirrors and fine chamber 
suites. Their work, which is produced in 
oak, bird's-eye maple, red and white 
mahogany and curly birch, is known all 
over the country as of the highest class, 
and is characterized by a beauty of line 
and a delicacy of carving that renders their 
products both artistic and desirable. In 
addition to carving, much of their work 
is further enriched with fine beaded 
mouldings, and the clean rich lines of the 
finished work, emphasized by carved wreaths 
and other motives and mouldings, produce 
a most agreeable effect. They are exhi bitt- 
ing a Colonial bedroom suite in carved 
maple in lines most refreshing and attrac- 
tive. Their bedroom suites are of three 
pieces, consisting of bed, dresser and wash- 
stand. Dealers handling such goods can 
easily obtain from the chair manufactured 
bedroom chairs to match such suits. 
While using the finest of woods, they are 
at present making a specialty of goods 
manufactured in wavy birch, which is an 
exceedingly beautiful and cheap wood. 
They also manufacture hall racks that are 
combinations of a cabinet or hall wardrobe, 
the door of which contains a cheval 



Whitcomb Metallic Bedstead Co. 

The productions of the above firm, which 
is located at Birmingham, Conn., are all of 
American manufacture. They produce 45 
different patterns in bedsteads, and are 
issuing a new catalogue which will illus- 
trate 10 different new patterns. They use 
a light lacquer, which is applied after the 
brass is put through the buffing room, and 
guarantee the lacquer to last from five to 
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seven years with ordinary wear. The firm 
displays great activity in the introduction 
of new designs, and certainly there is an 
open field for the ingenuity of draughts- 
men in brass bedsteads. In some cases the 
posts are of square solid brass, the railings 
being of twisted brass, but the majority 
of patterns are composed of hollow brass 
tubing, which is even stronger than the 
solid metal. The American public are 
rapidly becoming Anglomaniac as far as 
brass bedsteads are concerned— that the 
trade for the last year has exceeded all 
expectations. The firm state that their 
factory runs full time, and is not occa- 
sionally shut down, like many others in the 
furniture trade; and as to prices, their 
beds are from 10 to 15 per cent, lower than 
the imported English beds. They manu- 
facture a brass canopy that can be applied 
to any bed. With the great increase in 
the use of brass bedsteads the furniture 
manufacturers are seriously thinking of 
making chamber suits minus the wooden 
bed, because the brass bedstead will har- 
monize with any kind or style of wood 
furnishings. This firm also manufacture a 
fine line of white and gold beds that are 
in large demand, and in everything save 
appearance are quite as serviceable as 
beds made entirely in brass. 

Stdney Squires & Co. ' 

The Squires Automatic Sofa Bed has 
been for many years before the public, 
and the demand for them is constantly 
increasing. There is a fine exhibit of the 
different makes of their sofa bed, which 
readily demonstrates its value as a first- 
class bedstead, sofa, spring bed, and hair 
mattress, in one piece of furniture. The 
principle features of the Squires Auto- 
matic Sofa Bed is that the mattress is of 
pure hair, and not being attached to the 
frame or springs can be used either side 
up for sleeping purposes, and can be 
easily taken off and changed at any time. 
The springs themselves are individually 
detachable from the bed, which is a 
splendid idea for keeping - the bed clean, 
and should the springs sag in the middle, 
they can be transferred to the side of N the 
bed, and those at the side put in the 
middle. 

ALDEN BA.TCHELDER. 

This is a Boston exhibit, whose chief 
features are bookcases, fancy desks, ladies' 
desks, chiffonieres, in maple, oak and 
walnut, decorated with hand carvings and 
brass- trimmings. The furniture is. nota- 
ble for its fine finish and artistic lines, 
and is largely a line of reproductions of 
antique furniture. There are some fine 
reproductions of old Dutch furniture that 
belongs to a mansion in Lexington, Mass., 
the carving, being done by hand, is also 
reproduced, and the workmanship be- 
stowed upon the various articles is 
thorough. The drawers in the desks and 
cheffonieres are hand dovetailed, and are 
made in the same "wood as the article of 
furniture they belong to. Particular at- 
tention is paid to details, and the carved 
feet on the front of cabinets are also put 
on the back, even though they may not 
be seen. A quiet elegance dominates the 



designs throughout. This is particularly 
emphasized by a beautiful ladies' toilet- 
table in the Chippendale style, constructed 
on extremely fine lines, decorated with 
ribbon carvings and beaded mouldings. 

Amongst the bookcases there is a line 
of patterns having sliding doors, one door 
sliding inside the other, by means of 
which a book in any part of the book- 
case can be as readily reached as though 
there were no doors to the bookcase. 
There is shown a fine armoire in the Ro- 
manesque style in quartered oak. The 
sides are equally as well finished as the 
front, and the interior is very highly fin- 
ished. The brass hooks for clothing are 
fastened by means of brass screws, as is 
also the lining of the door. The mirror 
is further enriched by a bead moulding, 
which is curved to the shape of the mirror 
at the top of same. For high finish, fi- 
delity of workmanship, artistic lines and 
decorative ensemble, the Alden Batchelder 
display is the equal of anything we have 
seen in similar lines of furniture. 

Hayden & Crouch. 

These well known manufacturers of 
chairs have made a display that is in 
every respect worthy of the high reputa- 
tion enjoyed by the firm in the furniture 
trade. The display of parlor, library, 
hall, dining-room and bedroom chairs, in 
white and red mahogany, maple and 
quartered oak, is singularly attractive, and 
a great advantage is secured by dealers in 
having such a great variety of styles, to 
select chairs that will harmonize with 
every conceivable style of furniture at 
present in the market. There are Colonial, 
Chippendale and Empire chairs and din- 
ing-room chairs in the highest grade of 
finish. In many of the backs a grille of 
square spindles is introduced that give a 
very artistic effect to the design. There 
is also a line of revolving office chairs 
with box seats that are a novelty worthy 
the firm, and in which they are having a 
large sale. They also make a line of 
Sheraton chairs inlaid with marquetry, 
the designs taking the form of festoons. 

They have also introduced this season a 
line of French dining chairs in new de- 
signs, to harmonize with the French XVIII 
century styles in furniture. They are 
made in mahogany, with cane seats. 

Messrs Hayden & Crouch are justly 
proud of the reputation their goods have 
attained, and it is their aim at all times 
to keep them up to the mark in every, 
respect. The factory of the firm is located 
in Rochester, N. Y., and embraces 8C6 
square feet of floor space, has unlimited 
water power, and is equipped with the 
finest machinery. The Hayden Furniture J 
Co., of the same city, make a well known 
line of chamber suites and sideboards, j 
which are made in harmony with the 
Hayden & Crouch chairs. 

Reinhold G. Ledig. 

Mr. Ledig is a manufacturer of art 
metal work in conjunction with Mexican 
onyx, his business being located at £23 
Cherry street, Philadelphia, and the New 
York office at 43 to 45 College place. The j 
business was established about 12. years ' 



ago, and the demand for such high class 
work as that produced by Mr. Ledig was 
at first small, as it required time to edu- 
cate the people at large to recognize the 
beauty of his productions. The combina- 
tion of solid brass and polished onyx, as 
will be perceived, makes use of two of the 
noblest materials known in decorative art, 
and the magnificent cabinets exhibited are 
veritable feasts for the eye. Each cabinet 
is usually constructed of individual shelves 
of onyx, placed on different planes, and 
each particular shelf has its own frame of 
brass with ormolu finish. The cabinet is 
further embellished with trimmings of cast 
brass. The finished work is rich and 
sumptuous, in fact forming tho extreme 
of richness in modern decoration. Theie 
are Rococo cabinets whose undulating 
edges are framed with freely flowing 
Rococo scrolls, also in brass, producing the 
ultimate note of dainty, rich and refined 
cabinet construction. There are also 
Moorish cabinets, the Moorish feeling be- 
ing subordinated to modern ideas, to 
harmonize the work with almost any par- 
ticular school of art furnishing. The style 
in fact is never pi-onounced, and is 
thoroughly artistic in all the specimens, 
and the utility of such creations, life, and 
contrast to the heavier decorations of wood 
with which our houses are filled. 

Mr. Ledig also makes rosewood dress- 
ers and cabinets with onyx and brass orna- 
ment, and it is worthy of mention that 
he makes his own lacquer, which is guar- 
anteed to wear from eight to ten years. 
Many of the cabinets contain in addition 
plate glass mirrors, and some are modern 
reproductions ol Chinese cabinets, the ex- 
hibit as a whole being the most sumptuous 
and beautiful of any in the exhibition. It 
is in charge of Mr. H. P. Vollmer, and 
buyers who wish to feast the eyes of their 
customers with art metal work in its 
highest development should not fail to pay 
a visit to this exhibit which occupies Sec- 
tion 87, on the fourth floor. 

THIRD FLOOR. 

P. C. Lewis Manufacturing Co. 

• This firm, whose place of business is* 
located at Catskill, N. Y., are manufac- 
turers of the well known Rip Van Winkle 
reclining rocker, which has 27 combina- 
tions, and over 200 changes of position. 
We have examined the rocker, which js 
shown in the furniture exhibition in the 
various styles, and can testify to the 
statement that any and all of these 
changes can be made while the operator 
is sitting in the chair. It is a base rocker 
and ottoman combined. The footrest is 
detachable, and can be converted into a 
handsome ottoman nineteen inches square, 
thus making two pieces of furniture. In 
this form the chair becomes an ordinary 
easy chair, with or without a recliniDg 
back, while the seat can be tilted and 
fastened at any angle desired. Perhaps 
the most popular position is that in which 
a person can sit with his feet on the foot- 
rest and rock himself with an undulating 
motion that works on the principle of the 
walking-beam of a steam engine. The 
movement of the chair is noiseless, and a 
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peculiarity of this rocker is that the base 
and seat do not touch each other, and 
therefore the fingers cannot get caught 
between the base and seat. The chair is 
capable of being transformed into a 
doctor's chair with gynaecological attach- 
ment, which can be folded up underneath 
the chair out of sight, the chair being 
ordinarily used as a handsome office chair. 
Another new feature is that it can be 
transformed in one moment into an in- 
valid's rolling chair, by the application of 
wheels and axle. 

The Rip Van Winkle rocker is evidently 
a chair for everybody $ and has the prime 
merits of being elegant, complete and 
cheap. It can be used as a lounge for an 
afternoon nap, or can be converted into a 
cot six feet long, and thus forms a good < 
substitute for a bed. i 

The chair is upholstered in a great va- j 
riety of plush and leather coverings, and 
can also be upholstered with Wilton rugs, 
if necessary. 

Ferguson Brothers. 

Any of our readers in want of a swinging 
pole or crane, for doors, from which to 
arange drapery cannot do better than 
procure some of the beautiful grille swing- 
ing poles manufactured by Ferguson 
Bros., whose place of business is located 
at 443 and 445 West 30 th street, New York 
City. The firm make a specialty of hat 
and coat racks, and graceful cabinets in 
modern American grille-work, made in 
antique oak, with brass ornaments. Some 
of the cabinets are made only in white 
enamel, finished with brass mountings. 

They also make a line of enameled and 
antique oak styles, that are very attrac- 
tive, and their towel racks have large 
rings through which towls are suspended. 
There are some beautiful music portfolios 
made in the easel pattern in antique oak, 
with brass mountings. Their three-fold 
screens are double acting with regard to 
the hinges, and can be moved with equal 
ease in any direction. These wood fold- 
ing screens are patented, and are con- 
structed of beautiful grille-work in oak, 
with brass mountings, either in frames, 
or having the panels filled with silkoline, 
at very low prices. There are polished 
brass, oak and mahogany, and white and 
gold decorative easels, with adjustable 
brass rests and mountings, and are made 
in all sorts of fancy patterns. The firm 
do an immense business in such goods 
throughout the country, shipping large 
quantities to Canada. 

The Oulton Manufacturing Co. 

The sofa bed exhibit of The Oulton 
M'f'g Co. is not the least of the many 
interesting features of the exhibition. The 
ordinary folding bed, while extremely 
useful in its way, and which has also the 
merit of taking up but little room duriug 
the day time, is still a long way behind 
the idea expressed in the Oulton Sofa 
Bed, which forms a luxurious couch or 
lounge by day, and an equally luxurious 
bed by night. The movement which 
transforms a solid looking couch into a 
bed is of the simplest character. The 
couch is simply drawn out from the wall 



about three feet, and by unloosening a 
latch by means of a cord on the back of 
the lounge this portion of the couch is 
thrown down on a level with the seat, the 
part so thrown down being supported by 
a wooden foot that falls at the same 
moment to the floor. The next operation 
is to remove the pillow from one of the 
ends, and putting it into a socket along- 
side the other end, which thus forms a 
soft and luxurious bolster. The front 
portion of the sofa when raised exhibits 
underneath a capacious receptacle for the 
bedclothes into which they are stowed by 
day. Another important feature of the 
Oulton Sofa Bed is, that provision is 
made for adjusting the back in five dif- 
ferent positions, which is a most com- 
fortable idea. These sofa beds are lux- 
uriously upholstered, being hair stuffed 
on spiral springs, and they are furnished 
with movable pillows that can be raised 
or lowered to any angle at will. These 
improvements are all original, and the 
firm have produced an article that is cer- 
tain to satisfy all who have tried it as to 
its two-fold desirability of a sofa and a 
very luxurious bed. 



FLEX1FOLD DOORS AND 
BLINDS. 

TO make two blades of grass grow where 
but one grew before, is a commendable 
achievement, but to make abundant 
grass grow where no grass grew before, is 
much more admirable. That is virtually 
what has been accomplished by the Flexi- 




fold Door & Blind Co., 166 Devonshire 
street, Boston, Mass. 

The world has heretofore known but 
two kinds of doors — the swinging hinged 
door, and the sliding door. Both of these 
are nuisances, and both of them consume 
a great deal of valuable space. A hinged 
door, three feet wide, wastes fourteen 
square feet of floor space. Multiply that 
figure by the number of doors in your 
house, and you will be astonished to find 
how large a room this is the equivalent 



of. The sliding door is not much better. 
To be sure it saves some wall space which 
the swing door renders useless, but it is 
costly, cumbersome, and often gets out of 
order. The Flexifold door is a totally 
new principle of closure, consuming only 
half the wall space taken up by the slid- 
ing door, and none of the floor space 
wasted by the hinged door. The princi- 
ple is simplicity itself, and it seems an 
utter impossibility for it to get out of 
order. A different adaptation of the in- 
vention enables them to make doors, or 
perhaps it would be better to say portable 
partitions, of forty or fifty feet, or even 
wider. These are especially adapted for 
churches, school-houses, assembly rooms, 
etc., where it is desirable to reduce the 
size of the room on occasions. Perhaps 
one of the most useful applications of this 
invention is to inside blinds, or shutters, 
where the economy of space is so obvious, 
and the safety of the most delicate drap- 
eries so absolutely assured, that it seems 
almost certain to supersede every other 
inside blind now known. In fact, this 
principle seems to have an almost uni- 
versal applicability to places where other 
systems of closure have hitherto been used. 



A pleasing innovation in interior dec- 
orations, and one which is growing more 
in favor every day throughout the coun- 
try, is the use of hardwood veneers for 
the embellishment of the walls, ceilings, 
etc. The effect is very beautiful and en- 
during. 

The favor which hardwood veneers 
have won in this use is largely due to the 
fine product of the Charles W. Spurr Co. 
of Boston. 

The advantages of Spurr's hardwood 
dadoes make them unequalled for use on 
halls, libraries, vestibules, reception, din- 
ing and bath rooms. They improve with 
age, and can be washed, and are un- 
affected by steam, furnace heat or damp- 
ness. Many of the finest residences in this 
and other cities have been furnished with 
these hardwood dadoes, and are highly 
indorsed by decorators and house owners. 
The company manufactures hardwood 
ceilings in every variety of light and dark 
fancy woods. The interior furnishings of 
a house are greatly enhanced by the use 
of the hardwood specialties of the Charles 
W. Spurr Co., jaud those who have not 
done so already should investigate their 
merit. Their beauty and enduring quali- 
ties commend them to general use in fur- 
nishing apartments, halls and other rooms. 



Chicago, July 29th, 1891. 
The Decorator and Furnisher, New York. 

Gentlemen: To your journal I am indebted for 
many valuable suggestions, for which my customers 
have given me credit. The bulk of my business con- 
sists of furnishing 6 room flats for people whose in- 
come ranges from $15.00 to $25.00 per week, and I 
am to furnish them as artistically as the outlay of 
$250.00 will allow. If it is not asking too much, I 
would greatly appreciate your ideas on how to fur- 
nish such a flat. Yours very respectfully, 

Henry C. Heinemann. 

Our correspondent is referred to an article in the 
present issue of the journal, prepared by E. N. 
Stowell, in reply to his query. 
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